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Results presented here are for Reglone, although other diquat-based products are available. The supplied 

Reglone label specifies application at 30–40% moisture or when the peripheral bracts on sunflower heads 

are brown and becoming brittle (late R9). Please take note of the labelled withholding period. Reducing 

sclerotia returned to the soil is a possible benefit; it was not directly measured. Research is continuing, 

including closer assessment of disease severity, yield benefits and return on investment.
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None = No desiccant was applied; Yield estimates: 150 heads per treatment in 2023/24; 30 in 2024/25, with extensive bird damage.

Watch these videos for practical perspectives on desiccation in sunflower and 

canola, including crop maturity, application timing and product considerations. 

Always follow the current registered label for your specific product, and use only 

products registered locally for sunflower. 
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SUNFLOWER | SCLEROTINIA HEAD ROT

The desiccation dilemma

*Head rot incidence is the percentage of plants 

with head rot, averaged across all treatments.

Drying sunflower heads earlier aims to reduce the living green tissue available for disease to infect, but timing is critical. It may also reduce 

the number of sclerotia returned to the soil and the disease pressure next season, although this was not measured. Drawing on field trials, 

this guide supports informed decisions alongside crop maturity, growers’ experience, local agronomic advice and registered product labels.
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